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SUBJECT: IMPLICATIONS OP THAI ELECTIONS POR WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. 
FORCES 

1 . THE KHUKRIT GOVERNMENT'S DECISION CALLING FOR THE 
WITHDRAWAL FROM THAILAND OF U.S. FORCES (EXCEPT JUSMAG, DAO 
AND MARINE GUARD) IS COMING IN POR HEAVY CRITICISM, MOST OF IT 
IN THE FORM OF BITTER (AND OPTEN SELP-SERVING) COMMENTS BY THAI 
MILITARY. TO A DEGREE, SOME OP THIS CRITICISM IS DIRECTED 
MORE AT THE PROCEDURES FOLLOWED BY THE RTG THAN AT THE SUBSTANCE 
OP THE APFAIR. THESE IS PARTICULAR RESENTMENT THAT THE NATIONAL 
SECURITY COUNCIL WAS NOT CONSULTED BEPORE THE FINAL POSITION 
WAS ANNOUNCED. 
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2. OTHER CRITICS HAVE ALSO APPEARD. THANAT KHOMAN BLASTED 
THE MINISTRY OF EOREIGN AEEAIRS IN AN ARTICLE IN THE BANGKOK 
POST"N AND MOST RECENTLY, THE THAI-LANGUAGE "DAILY NEWS" 

INVEIGHTED IN AN EDITORIAL AGAINST THE DECISION ITSELE AND 

AGAINST THE CARETAKER KHUKRIT GOVERNMENT EOR HAVING PRE-EMPTED A DECI 
SION THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN LEFT FOR THE 

GOVERNMENT THAT WILL BE EORMED AFTER THE APR 4 ELECTIONS. 

WHEN QUESTIONED BY THE PRESS, EOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI 
AND UNDER SECRETARY ANAN AS WELL AS SHUKRIT HIMSELF HAVE 
CONCEDED THAT THE NEXT GOVERNMENT WILL BE FREE TO PURSUE 
ITS OWN POLICIES AND TO RE-EXAMINE THE ACTIONS OE ITS 
PREDECESSOR IE IT WHSHES TO DO SO. 

3. THESE EVENTS MIGHT CREATE THE IMPRESSION THAT THERE 
COULD, AFTER THE FORMATION OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT, BE A 
SERIOUS RE-EXAMINATION AND POSSIBLE REVERSAL OE THE KHUKRIT 
GOVERNMENT'S POLICY DECISION ON U.S. EORCES, THE EMBASSY 
DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT THIS IS LIKELY TO BE THE CASE. IT 

SEEMS PROBABLE THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT WILL 
PROMINENTLY EEATURE AT LEAST SOME OE THE PARTIES THAAT,AS 
MEMBERS OE THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT, WERE ASSOCIATED IN THE 
TRG'S DECISION ON WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. FORCES.M. GIVEN ALSO 
THE SUPER-PATRIOTIC TONE OF THE RTG'S PRESENTATION OF THE 
ISSUES, AND THE NOTEWORTHY LACK OE PUBLIC DEBATE OR 
OPPOSITION PROM ANY QUARTER TO THE RTG'S STANCE WHILE THE 
NEGOTIATIONS WERE IN PROCESS, A REVERSAL BY THE NEXT 
GOVERNMENT SEEMS HIGHLY IMPROBABLE. 

4. IN THE UNLIKELY EVENT THAT A NEW RTG DID DECIDE TO 
REOPEN NEGOTIATIONS ON A U.S. RESIDUAL PRESENCE, MOREOVER, 

THIS WOULD PROBABLY RESULT IN A REPID POLARIZATION OF THE 
THAI POLITICAL SCENE, WITH SUPPORTERS OP THE OUTGOING 
GOVERNMENT FORMALLY AND OPENLY OPPOSING ANY CONTINUED U.S. 

MILITARY PRESENCE. DEMONSTRATIONS BY STUDENTS AND OTHERS, 

AT THE EMBASSY AND OTHER U.S. INSTALLATIONS, WOULD BE 
INEVITABLE AND ALMOST CERTAINLY LEAD TO VIOLENCE. 

THE VIABILITY OP ANY U.S. INSTALLATIONS WHICH MIGHT BE 
RETAINED IN THAILAND IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD BE 
EXTREMELY LIMITED, AND THE SECURITY OP SUCH INSTALLATIONS 
AND THEIR PERSONNEL COULD BECOME A PROBLEM. 
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5. IN SHORT, THE EMBASSY DOES NOT EXPECT A 

REVERSAL OF CURRENT RTG POLICY ON U.S. EORCES WITHDRAWAL 

TO RESULT PROM THE PORTHCOMING ELECTIONS, AND THINKS THAT 

IP SUCH A REVERSAL WERE TO OCCUR, IT WOULD LEAD TO THAI 

INTERNAL STRIPE OF A KIND THAT WOULD MAKE A U.S. RESIDUAL 

PRESENCE INADVISABLE PROM THE VIEWPOINT OP THE U.S. ITSELE. 
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